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Purpose 

Directs district and charter schools to allow parents and guardians to review instructional 

materials and requires a public hearing process prior to approval by a school district governing 

board (governing board) or charter school governing body (governing body). 

Background 

Before a course is implemented in a common school or high school, a governing board 

must approve a course of study including a basic textbook. All supplemental books for the course 

are also subject to approval if the course does not include a basic textbook (A.R.S. §§ 15-721 and 

15-722). 

Statute requires a governing board to make a copy of each textbook available for 60 days 

at the school district office for public review and comment and post the textbook on the school 

district’s website before the governing board considers final selection. All meetings of committees 

authorized for textbook review must be open to the public (A.R.S. §§ 15-721 and 15-722). 

On written request, school personnel designated by a governing board must make at least 

one copy of the instructional materials available for review by parents or guardians. Printed 

textbooks, supplementary books and subject matter materials can be taken by parents or guardians 

for review from school district premises for no longer than 48 hours (A.R.S. § 15-730). 

A textbook is defined as printed instructional materials or digital content, or both, and 

related printed or non-printed instructional materials, that are written and published primarily for 

use in school instruction and that are required by a state educational agency or a local educational 

agency for use by pupils in the classroom, including materials that require the availability of 

electronic equipment in order to be used as a learning resource (A.R.S. § 15-722). 

There is no anticipated fiscal impact to the state General Fund associated with this 

legislation. 

Provisions 

Instructional Materials Review and Disclosure  

1. Requires each governing board and governing body to prescribe and enforce policies that allow 

parents and guardians of pupils to access instructional materials that are being used or 

considered for use. 
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2. Requires the prescribed policies to: 

a) designate at least one district or charter school employee to maintain the instructional 

materials used in the current school year at the district or charter school; 

b) identify the location at the district or charter school where a parent or guardian can access 

the instructional materials; 

c) identify a prominent location on a district or charter school’s website where a parent or 

guardian can access a complete listing of instructional materials used in the prior year 

that is designated by grade and subject area, as prescribed;   

d) outline how a parent or guardian can submit a written request to access or review the 

instructional materials; 

e) outline how a parent or guardian can take printed instructional materials from the district 

or charter school premises for review and return the materials within 48 hours;  

f) outline the method of how electronic access is granted for parents or guardians to review 

digital instructional materials used at the district or charter school; and 

g) require a teacher to submit a listing to the school principal with the current instructional 

materials used in their class for review and approval. 

3. Directs each district or charter school to annually post, by August 1, a listing on a prominent 

location on its website, that includes; 

a) the instructional materials used by grade level and subject matter during the prior school 

year; and 

b) the title, author, organization or website associated with each individual instructional 

material used, but not the digital reproduction of the entirety of the instructional material. 

4. Requires each district and charter school to: 

a) allow parents and guardians access to the instructional materials, upon written request 

and advance approval;  

b) make at least one copy of the instructional materials, being used or considered for use, 

available for review for the entire school year; and  

c) provide a written or electronic copy each year of the outlined policies to each parent or 

guardian when they enroll their pupil at the district or charter school. 

5. Requires a district or charter school that maintains a student handbook to include the outlined 

policies in the handbook. 

Public Review and Comment   

6. Directs a governing board or governing body to:    

a) make the proposed instructional materials available and accessible for public review and 

comment for at least 60 days; 

b) host at least two public hearings within the 60-day period; and  

c) approve any instructional materials before they are used in the district or charter school. 

7. Specifies public comment can include written comments, oral comments and comments 

submitted through email. 
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Miscellaneous 

8. Defines instructional materials as any of the following that are created and published 

primarily for use by teachers and pupils in school instruction, including classroom 

instruction, nonpupil presentations, assemblies, lectures and nonpupil-led discussion groups, 

and materials that are required by a state educational agency or local educational agency for 

use by pupils in the classroom, including materials that require the availability of electronic 

equipment in order to be used as a learning resource: 

a) textbooks, including digital textbooks or content; 

b) mandatory and optional reading materials, whether digital or in print, including all lists 

from which pupils are required to select one or more reading materials; 

c) websites; 

d) films; 

e) online applications used for pupil instruction; and 

f) online databases. 

9. Repeals current statute allowing parents or guardians to review instructional materials upon 

written request. 

10. Becomes effective on the general effective date. 

Prepared by Senate Research 

January 31, 2020 
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